
HISTORY 1301.052 211M

United States History to 1877

Western Texas College

Department of Social Sciences

Midwinter 2021

Instructor: Richard H. Fair, J.D. Email: Richard.Fair@wtc.edu

Class Time: Online Office: Bldg. 5, Rm. 106

Class Location: Online Office Hours:

Monday/Wednesday: 9:30A-10:30A

Tuesday/Thursday: 1:30P-2:30P

Friday: 8:00A-9:00A

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the

United States from the pre-Columbian era to the Civil War/Reconstruction period.

United States History I includes the study of pre-Columbian, colonial,

revolutionary, early national, slavery and sectionalism, and the Civil

War/Reconstruction eras.  Themes that may be addressed in United States History I

include American settlement and diversity, American culture, religion, civil and

human rights, technological change, economic change, immigration and migration,

and creation of the federal government.

Course Prerequisite(s):

Students should have proficiency in reading and writing.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

A. Create an argument through the use of historical evidence

B. Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources

C. Analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural, and global

forces on this period of United States history
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REQUIRED READING MATERIALS

Textbook

Shi, David Emory. America, A Narrative History. 11th ed.

ISBN-13: 978-0-393-689-693

(Must be Volume One or Combined Volume for this course)

Primary and Secondary Source Material

Primary and secondary source material may appear in Chapter modules.  These

sources will be a combination of materials provided by the publisher of the textbook

and references I have researched in connection with the preparation of this course.

Be sure to look for these materials, as they likely will be needed to complete tasks

such as the discussion boards and short essays.

GRADING/EVALUATION

10% - Chapter Reading Quizzes

15% - Discussion Boards

15% - Short Written Assignments

60% - Exams (each exam weighed 15%)

ASSIGNMENTS

Syllabus Quiz and Contract

A ten (10) question quiz regarding the terms and conditions of the Syllabus will

appear on Brightspace during the first week of the course.  In order to determine

whether you are participating in the course by the time of the class census date, I

require all students to complete the Syllabus Quiz until you earn a full one-hundred

percent (100%), or you risk being dropped from this course.  Additionally, you are

required to submit the Syllabus Contract, which serves a two-fold purpose: first, it

serves as a unilateral contractual agreement between myself, the Instructor, and

you, the Student, indicating that you have read the Syllabus, understand it,

understand and acknowledge your responsibilities and expectations as a student in

this course, and agree to the terms and conditions in said Syllabus.  Second, it

serves as an initial opportunity for you to become familiar with the Assignment
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submission feature on Brightspace, which will be required for all writing

assignments in this course.

Both the Syllabus Quiz and Syllabus Contract must be completed before

Thursday, December 9, 2021, or you risk being dropped from this course.

Chapter Reading Quizzes

As the study of history centers on reading and writing, these quizzes will focus on

reading comprehension and the development of historical writing.  To be successful

on the chapter reading quizzes, you must read all of the assigned readings and

apply critical thinking skills to develop responses to these quizzes.  These quizzes

consist of twenty (20) multiple-choice and true/false questions.  These quizzes are

open-book, and you will have an unlimited amount of time to complete each quiz

once.  At the end of the semester, I will drop your lowest quiz score.  Overall, the

reading quizzes are worth ten percent (10%) of your grade for this course.

Discussion Boards

In each Unit, I will post a relevant, open-ended discussion question for the entire

class to consider throughout the Unit term.  These questions are generally

argumentative and interpretive.

I likely treat online class discussion boards differently than you are accustomed to

in traditional online courses.  First, the discussions chosen tend to be open-ended

and focused on broader trends and questions that historians and social scientists

have argued academically for some time.  Second, I do not have a rigid rubric and/or

posting number requirement.

As with a traditional classroom setting, discussions tend to evolve throughout the

course, and this online course is no different.  In short, there are no right or wrong

answers to any discussion questions I will pose.  As a student, I simply ask you to

engage in academic discussions as you usually would in a traditional classroom and

aim for quality over quantity.  I encourage you to embrace technology and make

posts through various means such as written posts, PowerPoints, videos, and/or

audio recordings throughout the semester.  On Brightspace, you can add audio,

video, or PowerPoints by clicking the “Add attachments” link below the textbox on

the discussion boards.

With the aforementioned in mind, I expect students to understand and adhere to

the following discussion board guidelines:

1. Everyone in the course begins with eighty (80) points or a “B” average;

2. Up to three (3) points can be earned for posts that steer the conversation

constructively and essentially advance the conversation further;
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3. Up to four (4) points can be earned for students who wish to start new

discussion threads (with the instructor’s approval);

4. Four (4) points will be deducted for failing to complete a post by the Unit

closing date;

5. Three (3) points will be deducted for posts that do not further the discussion

(for example, “I agree,” or “I disagree,” without providing evidence or context

for the position; reiteration of another student’s post);

6. Two (2) points will be deducted if your sole post for the Unit’s discussion

board is posted within twenty-four (24) hours of the Unit’s closing date.

There are four (4) discussion boards for this course.  Each discussion board is

due and closes on the respective Unit closing date.  These discussions are worth

fifteen percent (15%) of your grade in this course (each discussion board is worth

approximately 3.75% of your grade in this course).

Short Essays

In one chapter of each Unit, I will post a short essay prompt that covers the chapter

material (both the textbook and any relevant primary and/or secondary sources

included in the Chapter module.)  These essay prompts require careful reading,

analysis, and consolidation of the material, which may include reading and

interpreting documents and/or images other than the assigned textbook.  There are

four (4) short essays for this course.  In short, the essays are worth fifteen percent

(15%) of your grade in this course (each essay is worth approximately 3.75% of your

grade in this course).  The Short Essay Rubric may be found in the course materials

online. The Short Essays are due at the closing of each Unit. The minimum

requirements for the short essays are as follows:

● Word (.docx or .doc) file format

● Times New Roman, 12 point font

● 500 to 750 words

● Double-spaced

● Consistent citation style throughout (MLA, APA, Turabian, etc.)

● Cite the textbook and all primary and/or secondary sources consulted

Unit A Exam

The Unit A Exam will cover material from Chapter 1 through Chapter 4 of the

textbook and/or accompanying primary source material.  You will have until

Tuesday, December 14, 2021, by 11:59 PM to complete the exam.  The exam will

consist of multiple-choice, true-false, identification, matching, and/or short answer

questions.  You will have a maximum of two (2) hours to complete the exam.  For

purposes of this course, two (2) hours means 120 consecutive minutes.  In short, you

must complete the exam in one sitting; you cannot save and resume the exam.  The

Unit A Exam is worth fifteen percent (15%) of your grade for this course.
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Unit B Exam

The Unit B Exam will cover material from Chapter 5 through Chapter 8 of the

textbook and/or accompanying primary source material.  You will have until

Tuesday, December 21, 2021, by 11:59 PM to complete the exam.  The exam will

consist of multiple-choice, true-false, identification, matching, and/or short answer

questions.  You will have a maximum of two (2) hours to complete the exam.  For

purposes of this course, two (2) hours means 120 consecutive minutes.  In short, you

must complete the exam in one sitting; you cannot save and resume the exam.  The

Unit B Exam is worth fifteen percent (15%) of your grade for this course.

Unit C Exam

The Unit C Exam will cover material from Chapter 9 through Chapter 12 of the

textbook and/or accompanying primary source material.  You will have until

Tuesday, December 28, 2021, at 11:59 PM to complete the exam.  The exam will

consist of multiple-choice, true-false, identification, matching, and/or short answer

questions.  You will have a maximum of two (2) hours to complete the exam.  For

purposes of this course, two (2) hours means 120 consecutive minutes.  In short, you

must complete the exam in one sitting; you cannot save and resume the exam.  The

Unit C Exam is worth fifteen percent (15%) of your grade for this course.

Unit D Exam

The Unit D Exam will cover material from Chapter 13 through Chapter 16 of the

textbook and/or accompanying primary source material.  You will have until

Thursday, January 6, 2022, at 11:59 PM to complete the exam.  The exam will

consist of multiple-choice, true-false, identification, matching, and/or short answer

questions.  You will have a maximum of two (2) hours to complete the exam.  For

purposes of this course, two (2) hours means 120 consecutive minutes.  In short, you

must complete the exam in one sitting; you cannot save and resume the exam.  The

Unit D Exam is worth fifteen percent (15%) of your grade for this course.

Extra Credit Opportunity

There will be one extra credit opportunity during the semester.  More details will be

provided when Unit C opens.

HIST 1301.211M  Syllabus 5 of 12



SUCCEEDING IN THIS COURSE

Expect to spend some time studying the course content.  Additional time will be

required for written assignments. Successful completion of this course requires a

combination of the following:

● Reading the textbook;

● Regularly checking the course on Brightspace (https://learn.wtc.edu/) and

your WTC email;

● Completing assignments before the Unit closing dates; and

● Timely participating in class discussions

RESPONSIBILITIES

As your Instructor, it is my responsibility to:

● Provide the grading scale and detailed grading formula explaining how

student grades are to be derived;

● Facilitate an effective learning environment through learner-centered

instructional techniques;

● Provide a description of any special projects or assignments students of

policies such as attendance, withdrawal, tardiness, and makeup work;

● Provide the course outline and class calendar, which will include a

description of any special projects or assignments; and

● Arrange to meet with individual students during office hours as required

As a student, it is your responsibility to:

● Participate actively by reviewing course material, interacting with

classmates, and responding promptly in your communication with the

Instructor;

● Read and comprehend the textbook;

● Complete the required assignments and exams on time;

● Promptly ask the Instructor for help when there is a question or problem;

● Keep copies of all paperwork, including this syllabus, handouts, and all

assignments;

● Attain a cumulative grade of at least 70% in this course; and

● Be aware of and comply with academic honesty policies in the Western Texas

College Catalog.

CLASS POLICIES

Professional Behavior

As the study of history often involves discussing sensitive and often controversial

subjects, I expect all students to adhere to an appropriate level of professionalism

expected in the workplace and respect other students’ views when responding to
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discussion boards. When communicating with the instructor via email or

communication with other students via online discussions, please apply reasonable

standards of professional etiquette. In short, please observe the following rules:

● Be an adult;

● Treat your fellow students as you wish to be treated;

● Treat your Instructor as you wish to be treated;

● Remember that we have an open, free-speech classroom, so views may vary;

and

● Above all, be respectful.

Attendance

It should be noted by everyone that no learning takes place when students do not

attend class (regardless of whether the class is taught in an online, asynchronous

model) and when students do not keep up with readings and course assignments.

In short, I, as your Instructor, expect you to be an adult, attend class regularly by

logging on to the D2L (Brightspace) course page, check for announcements,

complete your assigned readings and assignments, and complete your exams in a

timely fashion before the due dates.  Accordingly, please note that I do not drop

students for lack of attendance, poor grades, etc.  This means that if you fail to

complete the work for this course, you will make a failing grade of F, which has

academic, sports-related, and financial consequences.

Late Work Policy

If you have a family or medical emergency, please notify the Instructor as soon as

possible so that I can extend reasonable deadlines to ensure that you succeed in the

course, despite the emergency.  Regarding unexcused work, the department’s policy

is that late work shall be penalized ten (10) points per day if the work is late.  After

five (5) days late, the grade for the unexcused work turns to an automatic zero (0).  I

have made every effort to allow flexibility for this online course by keeping

deadlines fixed for an entire Unit (four chapters).  Once the Unit deadline has

passed, exceptions for late work are limited.  Late work will be accepted for

students with documented family or medical emergencies (sent via email to the

Instructor before the Unit deadline.)

Email

Email is the preferred means to contact the Instructor.  For online students, I

answer emails between 8:00 AM and 12:00 AM, Monday through Friday.  I aim to

answer all emails within two (2) hours during the aforementioned time frame.  I

cannot guarantee this response time on weekends.  I keep these hours for email to

address any issues before the Unit deadlines, so please make every effort to address
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any questions or concerns well before the Unit deadlines, as waiting until the last

hour to ask a question may not give you ample time to complete the Units.

Office Hours

While I welcome unscheduled visitors during office hours, scheduled appointments

are always appreciated (as I like to block off time to talk with students).  I have an

open-door policy, so feel free to talk to me about questions from class materials,

readings and/or get my perspective and advice on upcoming assignments.  If you are

unable to meet during my office hours, please email me and alternative meeting

arrangements will be made.  I am happy to accommodate virtual office hours

through alternative means such as Zoom, Skype, or FaceTime.

Schedule Changes

The instructor reserves the right to make any and all adjustments to the syllabus

and/or schedule as deemed necessary.  Changes will be communicated via

announcements in the Brightspace course.

Instructional Prerogative

I reserve the right as Instructor to adjust quiz and/or exam grades if I determine

that misleading questions appeared on the exam.  For instance, if I find that

eighty-five (85%) of the class has missed a particular question, I’ll review the

question and if I determine, at my sole discretion, that it is vague and/or misleading,

I will remove the question and add the respective points back to the class’s score.

Academic Integrity

The following academic integrity statement is reprinted from page 62 of the

Western Texas College Catalog (Revised July 29, 2021):

“Academic integrity is a fundamental value upon which colleges and universities

are built.  There are five fundamental values that characterize an academic

community of integrity: Honesty, Trust, Fairness, Respect, and Responsibility.

Acts of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to cheating on a test,

plagiarism, and collusion.

“Cheating on a test” shall include:

• Copying from another student’s test paper;

• Using test materials not authorized by the person administering the test;
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• Collaborating with or seeking aid from another student during a test without

permission from the test administrator;

• Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, or soliciting, in whole or in part, the

contents of an un-administered test;

• The unauthorized transporting or removal, in whole or in part, of the contents

of an un-administered test;

• Substituting for another student, or permitting another student to substitute

for oneself, to take a test; and/or

• Bribing another person to obtain an un-administered test or information about

an un-administered test.

“Plagiarism” shall be defined as the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or

direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full

and clear acknowledgment and/or the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of

materials prepared by another person or by an agency engaged in the selling of

term papers or other academic materials.

“Collusion” shall be defined as the unauthorized collaboration with another person

in preparing written work for the fulfillment of course requirements.

Students found to have violated [this] policy…will be disciplined.  Disciplinary

action can include but is not limited to receiving a zero on the assignment, receiving

a zero for attendance, or receiving a failing grade for the course.”

Please be advised that it is my policy, in guidance with the Western Texas College

Catalog (Revised July 29, 2021), that any instances of cheating, plagiarism, and/or

collusion will result in a zero on the assigned work and/or exam.  Any instances of

cheating, plagiarism, and/or collusion will be referred pursuant to the Western

Texas College Catalog (Revised July 29, 2021).

Other Policies

Please refer to the Western Texas College Catalog for the following:

A. Campus Calendar

B. Final Exam Schedule

C. How to Drop a Class

D. Withdrawal Information

E. Student Conduct/Academic Integrity

F. Students with Disabilities
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SCHEDULE

UNIT A

Unit A opens on Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Chapter 1:  The Collision of Cultures

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 1 Reading Quiz

Chapter 2:  England’s Colonies

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 2 Reading Quiz

Chapter 3:  Colonial Ways of Life

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 3 Reading Quiz

—Chapter 3 Short Essay

Chapter 4:  From Colonies to States

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 4 Reading Quiz

—Unit A Discussion Board

—Unit A Exam

Unit A closes on Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at 11:59 PM CST.

UNIT B

Unit B opens on Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Chapter 5:  The American Revolution

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 5 Reading Quiz

—Chapter 5 Short Essay

Chapter 6:  Strengthening the New Nation

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 6 Reading Quiz

—Unit B Discussion Board

Chapter 7:  The Early Republic, 1800-1815

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 7 Reading Quiz
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Chapter 8:  The Emergence of a Market Economy, 1815-1850

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 8 Reading Quiz

—Unit B Exam

Unit B closes on Tuesday, December 21, 2021, at 11:59 PM CST.

UNIT C

Unit C opens on Tuesday, December 21, 2021

Chapter 9:  Nationalism and Sectionalism, 1815-1828

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 9 Reading Quiz

—Chapter 9 Short Essay

Chapter 10:  The Jacksonian Era, 1828-1840

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 10 Reading Quiz

—Unit C Discussion Board

Chapter 11:  The South Slavery, and King Cotton, 1800-1860

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 11 Reading Quiz

Chapter 12:  Religion, Romanticism, and Reform, 1800-1860

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 12 Reading Quiz

—Unit C Exam

Unit C closes on Tuesday, December 28, 2021, at 11:59 PM CST.
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UNIT D

Unit D opens on Tuesday, December 28, 2021

Chapter 13:  Western Expansion, 1830-1848

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 13 Reading Quiz

Chapter 14: The Gathering Storm, 1848-1865

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 14 Reading Quiz

—Unit D Discussion Board

Chapter 15:  The War of the Union, 1861-1865

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 15 Reading Quiz

Chapter 16:  The Era of Reconstruction, 1865-1877

Items to Complete:

—Chapter 16 Reading Quiz

—Chapter 16 Short Essay

—Unit D Exam

Unit D (and the entire course) closes on Thursday, January 6, 2022, at 11:59

PM CST.

HIST 1301.211M  Syllabus 12 of 12


